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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Simon MacLardie 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

It’s a good start but the Government must act on the warnings of the IPCC. The current deficit 
of resilience is unacceptable, the UK is not on track to meet the 2050 target of carbon zero, 
and 2050 is already far too late. The IPCC say that by 2030 we will have reached a point of 
no return with global heating if we stay on the current trajectory. A national and international 
effort of global impact is needed. We have seen what can be achieved in the Covid pandemic 
and this is an even bigger threat to humanity. We need to act now to limit the uncertainty of 
potentially catastrophic drought, famine, mass migration and resulting societal chaos.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

The Government has not taken the threats seriously enough and have failed to inform the 
public properly. If people were told by the government the gravity of the situation they would 
most likely support a transition to a sustainable economy and renewable energies. The 
technologies are available and we need to take action now. Or else we continue with the 
same model benefitting the elites who avoid paying tax, and the poor people of southern 
developing countries pay the price for our unsustainable economy.  

Lobbying from Fossil Fuel industry. Government subsidises to fossil fuel industries which 
could instead be channeled to sustainable renewable industries.  

Locally the lack of finance available to Scottish councils is a barrier. Bigger teams are needed 
in councils to address this biggest issue of the climate and ecological emergency.  

Taxation - now is the time to start collecting a fair tax from the top 5% of earners and also to 
ensure that business taxes are adjusted to ensure multi-nationals are paying their fair share. 
Amazon and Facebook for example can obviously afford to pay a fair tax. The public would 
surely support such demands as it is so obviously unfair.  

There is already enough oil in storage to last for decades and yet the Scottish Government 
has recently granted new permits for oil exploration. Who is this benefitting? It’s time to stop 
making money for the elite and protect future generations.  

Farming practices need to be addressed as studies have shown that we only have 60 years 
left of viable soil due to depletion from agro-chemical farming. Insect bio-mass is down by 
45% compared to the 1970s. The Scottish Government and councils should be aware of 
these problems and acting on them. If not it could be said that they are guilty of gross 
negligence. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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Establish citizen’s assemblies to create binding legislation to enable the green recovery. 

It’s not easy to create land reform but it appears we don’t have much choice when we have 
damaged our land to such an extent. Small scale farming has been shown to produce 
equivalent yield. Incentives for small farmers are needed instead of the current grants, the 
majority of which go to the largest farms.  

Promotion of and subsidies for organic produce as a way to reduce pesticide and herbicide 
use. Education on the need to protect bees and other insects as essential parts of the 
ecosystem. 
 
Sustainable green transport networks should be invested in and established. Better 
connections. Cycling infrastructure. More charging points for EVs and the development of 
alternative fuel infrastructure, such as Hydrogen. 

Retrofitting housing and businesses to be energy efficient. New builds to be energy efficient 
and even to ‘passive’ standard.  

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

Use all your resources to tackle these huge issues before it’s too late.  

Liaise with business leaders in Aberdeen about speeding up mooted proposals to start a 
renewable energy park. Provide a just transition for workers from Oil and Gas and move out 
of Fossil Fuels.  

Stop investing pensions in e.g. BP, Exxon, Shell, Ryanair, HSBC, Toyota and Fiat/Chrysler, 
all contributing to major pollution and global warming, and other unethical choices such as 
Phillip Morris and Japan Tobacco.  

Choose another company to handle the portfolio instead of Baillie Gifford or demand that 
they invest responsibly and ethically.  

Demand the UK Government make the changes we need. If we can’t have independence be 
leaders in the UK.  

General response 

This is a huge challenge and I appreciate there are limited resources. But do we have a 
choice? The potential climate chaos and societal breakdown that would be inevitable if we 
stay on the current trajectory demand that we have no choice other than to put all our 
resources into saving the environment for future generations. Citizen’s assemblies could lead 
to enlisting a task force of people to work together once the public is adequately informed 
about the seriousness of the situation.  


